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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th October 2026 at 7pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	             Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                  	 Apologies: 		1	                                               
		S. Baker
		M. Hodges                                                           	 District Cllrs:		1
		J. Sjollema
		C. Edmond	 Public:			0
				 
Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded for the purpose of Minutes.

26/86	Chairs welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone present and opened the meeting. The Chair reported on his attendance at the Maldon Town Macmillan Coffee Morning, where he had the opportunity to speak with the Mayor regarding water quality. Members were also reminded of the Heybridge Basin Macmillan Coffee Morning to be held on Friday 9th October.

26/87	Apologies received from Councillor Swann.

26/88		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
· Councillor Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association
· Councillor Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Director of Essex Waterways  

26/89	The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8th September 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record

26/90	To receive a report from:
a. There was no report from the County Councillor
b. District Councillor Spenceley provided a verbal update on District Council matters.
c. The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Pre-election Period – Following the cancellation of Local Government Reorganisation, elections are expected to proceed in 2027 and Members should note the likely pre-election period from 16th April to 7th May 2027.
· October Half Term - Due to childcare commitments, the Clerk's working days during the October half term would be Tuesday 27th October and Thursday 29th October only.
· Grant Application - The Maldon District Council grant application had been submitted and the outcome was awaited.
· Village Photos - Resident photographs of the Basin had started to be received and would be shared with Members for potential use on the Council's website and other communications.
26/91	Finance.
a. 
i. Payment requests for September/October 2026 were approved
ii. Receipts for September/October 2026 were approved
iii. The quarterly accounts and bank reconciliation for Quarter 1 were approved
b. To consider dates for an extraordinary meeting to review the current budget and draft the budget for 2027/2028.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk circulate potential meeting dates via WhatsApp, with the date of the Extraordinary Meeting to be agreed by Members.

26/92	External Audit for 2025-2026
a. To receive Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2025/26 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
The External Auditor Report and Certificate for the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was received and noted.

26/93	Public Forum 
	There were no members of public. 

26/94	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.
There were no planning applications.

26/95	Events
a. To consider the proposed programme for the Act of Remembrance Event and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: To approve the programme for the Act of Remembrance Event, with Councillor Hobden hosting and to approve expenditure of up to £20 for refreshments.
b. To consider the purchase of a wreath for the Act of Remembrance and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: That Councillor Edmond organise the purchase of a new wreath at a cost of £25.
c. To consider the correspondence from the Royal British Legion and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: To make a donation of £50 to the Royal British Legion and that the same names as the previous year be included on the memorial cross.
d. To review arrangements for the Christmas Event, receive updates on actions previously allocated, and agree any further action required.
RESOLVED: That the Primary School Choir sing from 6:30pm as attendees arrive and perform outside at 7:00pm for the Christmas Lights Switch-On. To invite Sharman to switch on the Christmas lights. To make a donation of £200 to the Primary School in recognition of both choir performances and to approve a budget of £180 for refreshments.

26/97	Plaques
a. To consider a quotation received for the purchase of additional blank memorial plaques and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To purchase 20 additional blank memorial plaques at a cost of £5 per plaque and to amend the Memorial Plaque Policy to introduce a charge of £5 per memorial plaque.
b. To discuss the Heritage Plaques within the village and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: That Councillor Hobden obtain quotations for the provision of heritage plaques and that draft wording for the plaques be circulated to Members and agreed via WhatsApp.

26/98	Amenities 
a. To consider alternatives to grass on the village roundabout and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To purchase one bag of clover seed at a cost of £19.99 for use on the village roundabout and to discuss ongoing maintenance arrangements at the next meeting.
b. To consider obtaining quotations for the staining of the bench adjacent to the bus stop, the bench within the bus shelter and the Parish Council notice board, and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: That Councillors Hodges and Bryson undertake the staining work and to approve expenditure of up to £20 for materials required.

District Councillor Nick Spenceley left the meeting.

c. To receive an update regarding the village gateway sign and agree any action to be taken.
Members received an update that the location previously agreed by the Council for the village gateway sign had been found to be unsuitable.
RESOLVED: To install the village gateway sign between St Georges Close and the back entrance to Harfred Avenue.
26/99	Daisy Meadow Car Park 
a. To review the proposed signage from Smart Parking and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: That amendments be made to the proposed signage and that the Clerk liaise with Smart Parking regarding the Council's requirements.
b. To review the portable toilet hire, determine whether to extend the hire, and agree any other necessary actions.  
RESOLVED: To continue the hire arrangement and review the provision at the January meeting.
c. To receive an update from Councillor Hodges regarding CCTV within the car park, and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: To defer consideration of the quotations received, whilst the Clerk arranges a site visit with Smart Parking to discuss the groundworks required for the potential installation of CCTV at Daisy Meadow Car Park.






26/100	Training
a. To consider attendance by the Vice-Chair to the practical Chairmanship training session on 31st October, and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To approve the Vice-Chair's attendance at the practical Chairmanship training session on 31 October at a cost of £136.50 plus VAT.

26/101	Maldon District Council
a. To consider opening discussions with Maldon District Council regarding the potential transfer of assets and services to the Parish Council, and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: That the Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk arrange a meeting with Maldon District Council.
b. To consider the Housing, Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy 2026-2031 Consultation and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk share details of the consultation on the Council's social media channels.

26/102	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:52pm

Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7pm



Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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